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CAMERON-REILLY CONCRETE

A Spokane site concrete contractor turns to 
the ultra-reliable Ram chassis cabs for support 
on the heaviest of heavy-duty job sites.

It’s the middle of May in the Pacific Northwest, and the previous 

day’s steady rain has turned the ground into a sloppy mess. 

But that won’t stop this morning’s concrete delivery. 

Despite the challenging conditions, Cameron-Reilly’s Ram 3500 

forges a muddy path in the back of a bustling job site and 

parks just inside the framework of what will soon become 

a massive new middle school on the outskirts of Spokane, 

Washington. A half-dozen workers converge on the loaded 

truck bed and pull off an array of steel beams, hoses, and 

hand tools. 

After 20 minutes or so, Project Manager Jayson Grainger steps 

outside and spots a mixer truck approaching. His team is ready. 

“The nature of our work is urgency,” says Grainger, in a tone 

that’s both matter-of-fact and confident. “No matter what, 

the concrete is going to be arriving on time. And we’ve got to 

be here to finish it.”
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GOING WITH THE FLOW
The mixer pulls up, connects to a trailer-mounted line pump, 
and the oatmeal-like concrete starts flowing. It’s go time—
and more workers scurry around to get into the action. 
Flat-surfaced specialty tools like floats and trowels are 
wielded with skill and efficiency to smooth the surface of 
the concrete. 

The work is chaotic, but always under control. In fact, 
Cameron-Reilly makes it look easy. But as anyone in the 
construction business knows, the job of a site concrete 
contractor is not for the timid. Like all of Cameron-Reilly’s 
jobs, which include everything from skate parks to  
commercial buildings to public works, the margin for error 
is zero. “Every day, we either pass or we fail,” says Grainger.

Today’s pour is even more challenging than most. Before 
the floor can be finished, it requires the addition of small 
pieces of multicolored glass, which will be hand-seeded 
into the still-wet concrete. “It’s just like feeding the chickens,” 
says Grainger. “We specifically pick skilled guys that 
know how to do it properly.” It’s this sort of architectural 
flourish that has helped Cameron-Reilly, which has been 
in business since 1982, become one of the most successful 
subcontractors of its kind in the region. 

According to Grainger, his trucks are vital tools for bringing 
everything together on large, time-sensitive jobs like the 
one we’re on today. “We demand a lot from our vehicles,” 
he says. “We need to have great payload for towing, we 
need a lot of storage for all of our tools, and we absolutely 
rely on them to get us to the job before the concrete does.”

RIDING A WORKHORSE
Meanwhile, 30 miles south of Spokane, Cameron-Reilly’s 
Civil Superintendent Todd Westby is hunkering down on a 
roadwork project in the small town of Rosalia, Washington. 
It might not have as many moving parts as the company’s 
commercial floors division, but these meat-and-potatoes 
jobs are still a major part of their business. And the work 
makes a difference, helping improve and beautify the 
roads that take residents home every day.

The no-nonsense Westby has been with Cameron-Reilly 
for over a decade. And despite the frequent stretches of 
long hours, he still loves his job. A longtime Ram loyalist, 
he’s also the one who convinced the company to switch 
from a competitor’s trucks a few years back. It all started 
with the 5500 that still serves as the workhorse for their 
civil division.

“We absolutely rely on 
 our trucks to get our 
 tools and equipment 
 to the job before the 
 concrete does.”

Among the many reasons he pushed for Ram, Westby says 
the Cummins engine was a difference-maker. “In my 
experience, it’s always been a proven and reliable motor,” 
he says. “Plus, it’s able to tow a 12,000-pound excavator 
with no problems in either acceleration or braking, which 
is pretty impressive for a medium-class truck.”

Another major asset has been the versatility of the truck’s 
platform. The flatbed is stacked with steel drawers and 
functions as a service body, complete with a welder and  
a full set of mechanic’s tools. This gives his teams the 
ability to repair almost any piece of equipment right on  
the job site, which is a huge boon for productivity. 

The relatively small-scale job in Rosalia requires only a 
three-person crew, and Westby unchains the excavator 
from the trailer himself. Driving it down the trailer ramp, 
he proceeds to remove chunk of asphalt along a small 
residential road. In a few days, these holes in the ground 
will be replaced by wheelchair-accessible sidewalks.  
For the next few hours, he patrols the work site and 
gives direction as the team continues their demolition. 

Confident everything is under control, Westby climbs 
inside Cameron-Reilly’s newest truck, a 3500 pickup.  
He always starts early and often doesn’t get home until 
late at night, so he appreciates the comfort of his office 
on wheels. “It gives me a little bit of luxury during the 
day,” he says, as he prepares to make his way toward 
scenic and hilly US-195 and another roadway project  
in the heart of Spokane. 

Looking toward the future, as Cameron-Reilly looks 
to upgrade its fleet, Westby will continue to champion 
Ram. “Mobilization is the key to our success,” he says. 
“We need our trucks to work hard every day and to be 
dependable. We couldn’t do the job without them.”
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