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MARTIN RANCH

Hard-working Ram trucks help Rocky Mountain 
rancher Sean Martin ride out the challenges of 
calving season.

It’s early afternoon in the Roaring Fork Valley and Sean 

Martin is already eight-plus hours into another 14-hour day. 

The third-generation rancher and owner of Martin Ranch has 

just finished loading three massive hay bales to the trailer 

hooked to his Ram 4500 truck, and his tires crunch under the 

dirt road as he cruises down to his 300-acre property’s lower 

pasture. Along the way, his windshield frames stunning views 

of Mount Sopris, the twin-summit range that dominates the 

skyline here in Carbondale, a town of roughly 6,000 on  

Colorado’s Western Slope. 

“You look out on that horizon, and it reminds you how lucky 

you are to live here,” says Martin, 39. “It’s always a postcard 

picture, doesn’t matter what time of year or what time of day.”

The 200-plus cattle that call this beautiful land home seem to 

understand their good fortune as well. 
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Martin and his ranch hands pull up for feeding time, 
and dozens of cows take a break from relaxing in 
the warm sun and meander toward the hay that’s 
been set at their feet. Some walk in pairs, newborn 
calves alongside their still-protective mothers.

It’s a beautifully bucolic scene. But during calving 
season, days this mellow are far from the norm. At last 
check, 85 new babies have been born over the past 
month—another 100 are due by the end of March. 
“There’s never truly a day off,” says Martin, a brawny 
guy with a scruffy brown goatee. “But this time of 
year, when we’re in calving, it’s as real as it gets.”

A few days earlier, the mood on the ranch—which 
Martin’s family first purchased in 1957—was very 
different. Freezing cold conditions jeopardized the 
survival of a batch of baby calves born overnight. 
“They’re little ice blocks by the time we get here,” 
says Martin, a look of concern coming over his 
sun-reddened face. “We have to get them inside 
and start getting heat and fluids in them to try and 
bring them back.”

UP TO THE TASK
It’s during times like these that Martin’s fleet of heavy 
duty Ram trucks are put to the test. Their depend-
ability means the difference between life and death—
and from a business standpoint, profit and loss. 

“We’re lucky enough to have a 4500, a 3500, and a 
2500, and all three of them can expected to do the 
same job. We haul hay, cows, equipment, we run 
around with them. Whatever it takes. We’ve got to 
have the versatility.”

The thin margins and cyclical nature of the agriculture 
industry also requires the ability to do more with 
less. And the load capacity of his trucks, particularly 
his 4500 chassis cab, have been lifesavers because 
they allow Martin to make less trips. In fact, Martin 
say that the trucks are the lynch pins that keep his 
whole operation humming.

“Today, making a living is not easy,” he says.  
“But with our Ram trucks, we’ve gotten the best  

“Making a living is not 
 easy. With our Ram 
 trucks, we’ve gotten 
 the best value for the 
 dollar we could ask.”

value for the dollar we could ask. We have something 
that’s going to run for a long, long time.”

BOUND BY TRADITION
Martin’s day began in the dark at 5:30 a.m. when he 
made his first rounds of the day, checking the cows 
across his two primary grazing fields in the Ram 
3500 he uses as his mobile office. Each day is a new 
adventure during calving season, and today he spent 
most of his time tagging and doctoring while staying 
on high alert for the inevitable rush of new births. 

As the sun starts to dip, he makes one last walk 
among the livestock. He gives attention to each 
animal as he passes, rubbing their collars as if they 
were all a trusty hunting dog. His wife, Laura, a 
veterinary technician, walks next to him. She often 
visits to lend a hand and make sure everyone Is 
healthy and happy. She laughs when asked about 
their time spent strolling these lands. 

“Well, I’ll put it this way,” she says. “When Sean 
proposed, we were checking cows.”

Martin admits he didn’t have the same affection for 
ranch life when he was a teenager helping his father. 
“The older I get, the more and more I appreciate the 
cows and enjoy them. We take really good care of 
them. And they treat us good in return.

“When people ask me, ‘Why do you do this?’  
It’s like, I can’t imagine doing anything different.  
Tradition is what draws you in. It’s not a job, it’s  
a lifestyle—and a lifestyle we definitely love.” 
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